
Advent 2018 - Women on the Way to Christmas - Rachel and Rahab, Women of the Promise, 
Women of Courage. 

Rachel - A woman of the Covenant, a woman of patient courage, a woman of lament, a 
woman of faith. 

Genesis 29:9-20; Genesis 35:16-21; Jeramiah 31:15-17; Matthew 2:16-18 

Discussion 
• What are the ways this story shows and lifts up the importance of family and faith; 

generations and God’s promise and faithfulness? 
• What are the elements of intrigue and human frailty in this story? How is God still at 

work in the middle of this humanness? 
• In what way is lament different from complaining? What causes Rachel to be a person 

of lament or disorientation? Check out the lament Psalms and the lament hymns - Book 
of Worship 697-704. 

• How does Rachel prepare us for the birth of Jesus this year? 

Rahab - A Canaanite woman, a woman of poverty and courage, risk taker, open to God at 
work. 
 Joshua 2:8-14; Joshua 6:22-23 &25; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:24 

Discussion 
• Describe the circumstances, qualities and abilities of Rahab. 
• How was it that she was aware of the People of God and God’s promise and work on 

their behalf? 
• In what ways is this story a recapitulation of God freeing the people from Egypt? 
• How did Rahab and her family become people of the covenant? What was the role of 

hospitality in this story? 
• How is Rahab’s story part of our story today? 

Rachel and Rahab this Advent season 

In what ways do Rachael and Rahab impact and change our preparation and celebration of the 
birth of Jesus into our world today? 

Keep track of their impact and influence on your life during the coming week. Share with 
each other through the week and next Wednesday. 


