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You are Welcome Here

Advent Lutheran Church

From the Pastor, October 2009

From the Pastor

We joke a lot around Advent about scaffolding. We had
scaffolding in front of our building for many years, and it
was finally removed a few months ago. We rejoiced that
day. Then, late this summer, scaffolding was erected in
the southwest corner of the sanctuary to repair the wa-
ter-damaged wall from a number of years ago. Now,
later this month, we will have scaffolding erected along
the south side of the sanctuary for the removal of the 10
Tiffany windows that will be restored. In addition, there
will be a sidewalk bridge on 93" street that will remain up
for the duration of the restoration project (12-18
months).

Rev. J. Elise Brown, Pastor

Scaffolding, scaffolding, scaffolding. We just can’t seem to get away from it. We’ve complained
a lot about it the last few years, but this time we have a different attitude — we will regard the
new scaffolding that will be both inside and outside of our church this fall as a sign of forward
movement, progress and the beginning of a project the congregation has hoped could happen
for many years!

Sometimes we have to reinforce the weak parts of the body so repair and restoration can take
place. We're doing that in our church building, but what about our spiritual bodies?

Sometimes our spiritual lives need restoration and repair. Sometimes faith is strong, but lots of
times it is weak and shaky. Friends and loved ones who reach out and help us are like the rein-
forcements we need for a period of time while we get stronger and are restored. Spiritual scaf-
folding...ever considered what that is in your life?

Let the community of Advent help strengthen and restore your faith in God, community and
the church. All are welcome here.

See you in church,

Pb
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Meeting Board

Executive Committee —
October 1, 7:15 a.m. at ICC
Cafeteria

Property Committee —
Wednesday, October 7, 6-
7:30 p.m. in the basement

Church Council — October
15, 7:00 p.m. in the church
basement.

Sundays @ Ten, Wednesdays @ Noon
from Pastor James Sudbrock

Sundays at Ten
October 4: What the Bible Says about Health Care - Pastor Barbara Lundblad

October 11 and 18: Sessions will be led by Pastor Lundblad and Advent members
working in the field of health care and health advocacy.

The speaker for October 25 and November 1 is Professor Christopher Morse, a
United Methodist minister who is the Dietrich Bonhoeffer Professor of Systematic The-
ology at Union Theological Seminary.

October 25:  "John Calvin: The Labels and the Libels"

On Reformation Sunday we remember that Luther wasn't the only reformer. This year
marks the 400th birthday of John Calvin whose reforms both followed and went in a
different direction from Luther's. The early years of U.S. history were influenced by the
Calvinists who came to these shores. Present-day descendents of Calvin include the
Presbyterian Church.

November 1: "John Wesley: The Labels and the Libels"

In August, the ELCA voted to be in "full communion” with the United Methodist
Church. This agreement means not only sharing the Eucharist but many other parts of
ministry. John Wesley brought the Methodist church to this country. Come learn about
our new mission partners.

Wednesdays at Noon
We have a new format for the noonday service.
12:02 to 12:22 Brief Service of Holy Communion.

12:25 to 1:15 p.m. Bible Study of the coming Sunday's bible readings, together with
refreshments, for those who can stay.

Seeker’s Class Starting October 4

This class is for people interested in becoming members of Advent. The class meets
downstairs after the 11:00 a.m. service and is led by the Advent pastors. If you would
like to register for the class, please speak to Pastor Brown (pastor@adventnyc.org).
Children are welcome! Lunch will be served.




October 2009

Note on Bequest and Tiffany Project

By the time you receive this newsletter, Advent will have had a very important Special Congregational Meeting on
September 27. At that meeting, we will have addressed both the final contract for restoration of the 10 Tiffany
windows on the south side of the sanctuary and the Council recommendation for allocation of the Moeller be-
quest. The leadership of our congregation has been working on both of these items for almost 3 years, although
they were unrelated to each other. We had begun visioning work on the Tiffany restoration before we had any
knowledge that the bequest was forthcoming.

We have known the Tiffany windows in the sanctuary were in need of restoration for many years. It has been a con-

cern of the congregation for decades. In the fall of 2006, when Hans Kriefall was still working in Frankfurt, Germany, |
asked if he would be willing to lead up a Tiffany campaign to evaluate all of the windows in the sanctuary and both plan
and implement a campaign leading to their restoration. He graciously agreed, as Hans so often does, and began work-
ing on the campaign when he returned to New York. The Tiffany Task Force created campaign materials, we engaged
Kairos fundraising consultant, Glenn Schoonover, and pledges were made on Palm Sunday, 2008 for a three-year cam-
paign. We are currently in year two of the campaign.

Little did we know when we began the Tiffany campaign that a bequest that had almost become an urban legend in our
church would materialize. Jacob Moeller, whose mother was a member of Advent in the 1930's, designated Advent to
be one of three entities to receive the proceeds of a non-marital trust upon the death of his wife. Jacob Moeller died
in the late 1940’s; Jacob’s wife died in January, 2007.

| want to thank everyone who has helped us work through these two important items — one expected and the other
unexpected. We look forward to being able to move forward in ministry together and onto new things!! Most impor-
tantly, we want to serve God and be good stewards of all the resources with which we have been so graciously
blessed. Grace can be both expected and unexpected. This convergence of items in our ministry has helped open our
eyes to the mysterious (and sometimes humorous) ways in which God works.

Nominations for Church Council Sought

The council nominating committee will be meeting throughout the autumn to prepare for the congregational meeting
in January. We anticipate several openings on the council. If you are interested in learning more about this important
ministry or interested in serving on the council, please be in contact with members of the nominating committee:
Norma Martin, Craig Schwalbe, Kathy Carpenter, Dan Donovan, Suzanne Campise or Pastor Brown.
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Children, Youth, and Family
News from Julie Hagen

Parker Palmer wrote an amazing book called, “Let Your Life Speak” which was inspired by an old Quaker adage.
Think about that saying. Say it to yourself...let your life speak. Each of us is given a vocation, a calling to let our
life speak through the gifts and talents God has given us. This is evident in the amazing teachers, volunteers and
parents who minister to the young people here at Advent. The Spirit is alive and we want you to be a part of it! |
hope that you will prayerfully consider investing your time and talents in the ministry of children, youth, and fami-
lies. Would you like to help lead a discussion on your vocation with the youth? Or help with their next fund-
raiser? How about leading a craft station at our upcoming Advent festival in December? There are so many op-
portunities. Where is God calling you?

Sunday School and Lighthouse meet at 10am each week. All children ages 3-12 are welcome to join us
for an hour of songs, Bible stories, activities, fun, and fellowship. This fall children are collecting offering to pur-
chase large print hymnals for Advent. Don't forget bring a friend Sunday, October 18™!!

Bible Explorers meets every Wednesday from 3:15-4:45pm with a new Family worship from 4:45-
5:15. All children ages 3-12 are invited...it's never too late to join. Brochures are available at church and on our
website. Talk to Julie if you would like to volunteer, bring snacks, or find another way to be involved! This month,
the children will be visiting Kateri Nursing Home at 87" and Riverside Ave. to sing songs and spend time with the
residents.

Acolytes: Julie is looking for a few adults who are willing to help coordinate the acolyte ministry. We have many
youth who are eager to assist as acolytes during worship but we need to find coordinators. Please talk to Julie if
you are interested or have questions. Confirmation: This ministry is open to youth ages 12-18 who are ready to
affirm their baptism through study of the Scriptures, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and Lutheran tradition. We meet Fri-
days from 4:30-5:45 p.m. October 2 and 23, November 6 and 20, December 4 and 18.

Confirmation: This ministry is open to youth ages 12-18 who are ready to affirm their baptism through study of
the Scriptures, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and Lutheran tradition. We meet Fridays from 4:30-5:45 p.m. October 2
and 23, November 6 and 20, December 4 and 18.

Attention Middle School Youth! This is for YOU. Kick off Party Monday, October 12" from 10am-3pm at
Advent. Sign up by Friday, October 9". Come have fun with other youth your age and help us plan our events for
the year. Bring $5 to help cover the cost of food. Friends are always welcome!!

Youth Group News

October 4- 12:30-1:30- We are going to continue planning our schedule for the year and dreaming about how we
can continue to grow and build up our youth group.

October 17- NY Cares Day of Service. Cost- $10. You must sign up with Julie by October 4™.
October 25- (12:30-2) Video and discussion on Documentary, “Children of God”

Remember to check out our MySpace page for more updates as well as pictures! www.myspace.com/adventnyc
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Children, Youth, and Family News from Julie Hagen,
cont’'d

College Care Packs:

In the coming weeks, we will be sending care packages to our youth who are off at college. Please help us by do-
nating the following items: microwave popcorn, breakfast bars, tea, hot chocolate, packs of gum, Tide to go sticks,
hand sanitizer, or anything else you think college students might enjoy.

If you have questions or would like to help with any of our programs, please contact our Director of
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry, Julie Hagen, julie@adventnyc.org or 212-665-2504 ext. 3.

News on Mission Support from Karen Cantrell

As mentioned in last month's newsletter, in keeping with Advent's mission to fund causes outside our walls, dona-
tions were sent to two international ministries, one national, and two local. The breakdowns are below along with
excerpts from letters of thanks we received from the recipients. (The odd amounts of money derive from the per-
centage formula used to determine the donations.)

El Salvador: $479

Phyllis Johnson, El Salvador Funds Coordinator, thanked Advent for its continued and growing support of the minis-
try in El Salvador. Advent’s funds went directly to Bishop Gomez, who oversees a range of charitable activities, in-
cluding support for Lutheran pastors who mostly receive no salaries, also for church buildings, and free dental care.

Global Mission Support (Japan): $479

As the Rev. Twila Schock, Director, wrote: "Like the loaves and fish, Jesus blesses and multiplies our gifts to make a
world of difference. That's good news!"

Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries (ELM): $958

Amalia Vagts, Executive Director, said that while the historic votes taken by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America to open their roster to people who are in same-sex relationships brought much joy, “There is still much
work for ELM during this time of implementation and transition.” Advent will be kept informed as ELM decides what
their role and ministry will be in light of the ELCA’s votes. See www.elm.org for more details.

Transfiguration Lutheran Church, Bronx, NY: $1,427

In his letter of thanks, Pastor Paul Block said the timing was “divinely inspired” because the Synod office’s financial
crisis had kept their mission support check from coming! He also offered to come to Advent to thank us personally!
We will welcome Pastor Block at a service in 2010!

West Side Campaign Against Hunger: $1,437

The West Side Campaign Against Hunger has an Open Door Policy, which means that they turn no one away. As a
result, in July, they provided 71,577 meals to 7,953 people — a 19 percent increase over September 2008. Doreen
Wohl, Executive Director, invites Advent's congregation and staff to tour their facility in order to learn more about
this organization right down the street that is working to meet the challenge of hunger in New York, especially dur-
ing this economic downturn and time of rising unemployment.
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Voices of Praise, with a history of Contemporary Christian Music
from Emily Ballentine

Contemporary Christian Music, or CCM, has its roots in what is known as the “Jesus Movement” of the 1960’s and
1970’s. The “Jesus Movement” was revivalist in nature and ran parallel to the hippie counterculture during the same
time period. Many popular musicians of the day converted to Christianity and began writing Christian lyrics for their
songs. This new style of music was first referred to as “Jesus Music,” but by the 1980’s that term had fallen out of use
and the broader term Contemporary Christian Music was adopted as the name for the new genre. Pioneers of this
genre include bands such as Petra and 2" Chapter of Acts. Today, the CCM genre is represented by groups such as
Jars of Clay, the Newsboys, and Casting Crowns, as well as individuals like Stephen Curtis Chapman, Twila Paris and
Chris Tomlin.

CCM has grown to include many styles of music from Southern gospel and rock n’ roll, to heavy metal and rap. Per-
haps the biggest link to connect all of these styles of music is that they all speak to a very personal relationship with
Jesus Christ in the midst of trying and stressful times in the world. We all need to feel that God is present in our lives
and in the world, that God is with us during times of war and social injustice, and that Jesus walks with us during per-
sonal struggles. Contemporary Christian Music is an important way for us as God’s people to connect with our faith
and renew our commitment to Christian life.

As director of Voices of Praise, and on behalf of all our members, we are privileged to bring the music of contempo-
rary Christian artists to our worship services each week. We feel blessed to be able to share this gift of music with
you, and we pray that our voices will be a channel of peace and love for all Jesus’ disciples.

On Reformation Sunday, October 25, Voices of Praise will be singing an original song entitled “On Faith Alone.” This
song was inspired by the movie “Luther,” which was released in 2003. The text speaks of Luther’s great conviction
that we are saved by faith alone, through God’s great mercy, and not only by what we say or do.

“On faith alone | stand.
There is no higher ground.
I give all I am.
for my soul will never doubt.
Though the storms they may be raging.
You have always held my hand.

To thy cross my heart will always cling.

On faith alone | stand. “

We would love to have you join us in praising the Lord with song! Please see the schedule on the website at
www.adventnyc.org/music, or contact Emily Ballentine for more information (emilyballentine@gmail.com). We re-
hearse on Thursdays at 7pm or, on Common Ground weeks, at 8:15pm after Common Ground.
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~+ Thank you to everyone who supported Music Mondays at
the season opener on September 21! The new season con-
tinues on Monday, October 19 at 7:30pm with the Sospiro
Winds: Kelli Kathman, flute; James Austin Smith, oboe;
Romie de Guise-Langlois, clarinet; Alana Vegter, french
horn; and Adrian Morejon, bassoon Since their Carnegie
Hall debut last year, the Sospiro Winds are drawing atten-
tion across the country for their sonic fireworks and richly
sculpted tone. This “superb ensemble” (New Music Con-
noisseur) recently garnered the Silver Prize at the Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition. Their varied and

Music Monday

L TR

colorful program includes works by Alexander von Zemlinsky (1871-1942), Gyorgy Kurtag (1926-), Theodor Blumer
(1881-1964), Derek Bermel (1967-), Heitor Villa-Lobos (1887-1959). and the 100-year-old Elliott Carter (1908-). See
www.sospirowinds.com and www.musicmondays.org for more information.

Mark Your Calendars for These Important Dates

October 4 — Pastor Lundblad is preaching and presiding at both services. Pastor Brown will be preaching at the instal-
lation of Pastor Jeff Goodrich at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Westborough, Massachusetts

October 11 - Spanish Service 1:00 p.m. Come join us and invite a friend or neighbor who would like to be part of
this outreach to the Spanish-speaking community. A lunch will follow for all downstairs. And, we think Pastor Brown
will be preaching...in Spanish. Pray for her.

October 18 - Bring a Friend to Church Sunday!

October 25 — Reformation Day with Lutheran Potluck after the 11 a.m. service.We will be hosting a Bread for the
World letter-writing campaign during the potluck to address issues of hunger in the U.S. and around the world. (Bread
for the World has been very successful in helping to guarantee adequate funding for programs like the Supplemental
Food Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), at several critical junctures of its existence.)

November 1 — All Saints Day — Don’t forget to submit the names of loved ones you wish to have remembered in
services. We verbally lift up names of those who have died in the last one year. The names of those who have died in
previous years are listed in the bulletin.
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An Invitation from Aaron Wunsch..............

“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world. It lifts our
thoughts, minds, hearts, and spirits.” -- Martin Luther

Do you like to sing? Are you looking for a new way to contribute to worship this fall? Consider joining the Advent
Chorale! The Chorale leads worship three Sundays a month and meets for singing and fellowship each Wednesday eve-
ning at 7:30pm in Advent’s sanctuary. Since the music we sing is usually in four or more parts, we are always in need of
voices. Though we sometimes take it for granted, music is an extremely important part of our services and helps us
find our way as we reach out to God. Also, it is a wondering feeling to be in the middle of a choir, sending a song up to
God as with one voice.

What kind of music does the Chorale sing? Our repertoire embraces the full range of musical tradition, from the Ren-
aissance, through the Barogue (Bach!), Classical and Romantic eras, up to and including the African-American Spiritual
and modern composers. Over six centuries of beautiful music!

If you think you might like to help us lead worship and serve God with your voice, please see music director Aaron
Wounsch (awunsch@gmail.com) or any Chorale member for more information.

Calling the Young Women of Advent!

If you are a young woman (18 to early 30's), you are invited to participate in a special study group this fall. We will
study the connections between faith and action, exploring the issue of obstetric fistula. This might sound like a strange
topic but, to thousands of women throughout the less-developed parts of the world, it’s a very serious thing indeed.

Obstetric Fistula is a condition that results from a long, obstructed labor, resulting in an opening (“fistula") between the
bladder and rectum and/or vagina. It is common in areas where access to medical care, especially good gynecological
care, is poor. Obstetric Fistula used to be a huge problem in the US and other now "developed” countries, and is still a
problem in areas like sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia.

This is a pilot curriculum that we will be helping to evaluate and develop for the National Council of Churches. We
will meet four times this fall for 1 %2 hours each meeting. Please contact Pastor Brown (pastor@adventnyc.org) or
Pastor Schwalbe (nmschwalbe@yahoo.com) if you would like to attend or need more information!

Check out http://www.endfistula.org/living_with_fistula.ntm for some more info. Please consider reaching out to your
sisters in other parts of the world!

Under 40 and Looking for Some Fun, Fellowship and Adventure?

Advent LIFE (Living In Faith and Enjoying it!) is a social ministry for twenty- and thirty-somethings who gather monthly
for fun and fellowship, study and service. We might explore a new or ‘always meant to see that' New York destination,
visit a favorite restaurant, or gather for potluck and games at someone's apartment. We also meet for devotion and
study groups, and get together to attend noteworthy lectures, concerts and exhibits.

For more information or to suggest an activity, please contact Kelly Kandler at nykel8@hotmail.com.
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Let’s Help Out Our Wonderful Support Staff!

This is another special plea on behalf of our very hardworking Advent Staff........

Jane Huerta, our building administrator, does not work on Sundays. She comes to worship with her family. Jane
is available Monday-Friday in the church office from 10-3 p.m.

Aaron Wunsch, Emily Ballentine, Jordan Clawson and Julie Hagen do work on Sundays, but this is a very busy day
for them. If you have matters that can wait to be addressed during the week, they would be most appreciative.

Jeff Riehl is our Sunday custodian. You can help him by not leaving your bulletins in the pews after service and by
cleaning up after yourself in the building.

Thanks so very much!

Community Lunch Shout Out!

The Community Lunch held on Saturday September 26, 2009, served 170 guests. They had a lovely meal of meat-
loaf and gravy, mashed potatoes, collards greens, salad and tapioca pudding. With special thanks to Rebecca and
Eleanor and all of our hard working volunteers who did such a wonderful job! If you feel called to serve in this im-
portant ministry to our community, please contact Carlos Lopez at cl517@columbia.edu.

Over 40? Join the Adventurous Adventonians! from Kathy Matson

The Adventurous Adventonians went on their first trip of the season to Governor’s Island on Saturday, September
12th. Even with the weather being a bit spritzy and overcast, plus train glitches, we all made it on the ferry and over
to Governor’s Island. Since Kathy Matson and friend, Pat, came from Brooklyn and Jim, Alice, Kees, and John came
from Advent we didn't find each other until we both came to one of the vendors for a bite of lunch and spotted each
other while sitting at the picnic tables. Pat and Kathy had been to the archaeological dig before lunch where they
saw the newly uncovered remains of a civilian village which had disappeared in the 1950’s. Apparently one of the
men of the village was so fascinated with birds and attracted so many that the island had a plague of birds at one
time. The weather vane on the church steeple was changed from a rooster to a cat to discourage the birds. After
lunch we meandered into many of the yellow officer’s homes to see a variety of art displays. We happened upon a
princess of Holland who was also visiting that day. A good day was had by all.

Come join us on our next outing after church on Sunday, October 18" to the Intrepid Sea and Air Museum. If we get
a large enough group, we can qualify for group rates; otherwise, we can also take advantage of senior rates. Future
activities include the Merchant’'s Museum House the end of November or in early December, the Christmas Revels
at Symphony Space on December 13" at 3pm, and a luncheon/game day in January. For more information or to re-
serve for any of the above events, please contact Kathy Matson at kdmatsonl@yahoo.com or Kathy Carpenter at
kathc89@gmail.com or call at (212)362-2338.

If you’d prefer to receive the newsletter electronically, please let Jane
Huerta know by emailing her at finance@adventnyc.org.
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JUST SINGING: Songs of Hope and Struggle, Praise and Peace

Join worship leaders Tom Witt and Mary Preus on Tuesday, October 27, 7:00 p.m. James Chapel, Union Theological
Seminary at 121* Street & Broadway from Bread for the Journey in exploring congregational song that...

e ..goes deeper than only "praising an awesome God" to include longing and lament, hope in the midst of strug-
gle, and joyful celebration, movement and dance

e ..embraces cries from those who are not always heard, including voices from the church around the world and
diverse church communities here in North America

e ..turns us not just inward, but moves us closer to God, the earth, and each other.

Come with your voices to join in song and conversation. This will be both a fun and stimulating evening of exploring the
songs of our faith, old and new, from near and far. This event is open to pastors and lay people, choir members and
non-singers, praise bands and organists, worship committees and social justice activists — to anyone concerned about
vibrant, faithful worship. Come and sing! This event is free, a gift from Union Theological Seminary.

Mary Preus is a singer, songleader and choir director, currently directing music at Our Sav-
iour’s Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN. She presents and leads workshops across the
country on enlivening Christian worship, focusing on the role of the song leader. Mary is a co-
founder of the group, Bread for the Journey and a member of the Living Liturgy teaching

team. She is the worship coordinator for the ecumenical Community of St. Martin, in Minnea-
polis, MN.

Tom Witt, Minneapolis, MN, has been keyboardist, worship leader, song leader for a
wide variety of national Lutheran and ecumenical church events. He has a depth of re-
sources in worship planning and leads workshops across the country on music, liturgy and
contemporary society. He is a co-founder and currently serves as staff for Bread for the

A Prayer for Our Time

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and especially the hearts of the
people of this land, that barriers that divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions
being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From the CRI/Voice Institute Website www.crivoice.org. For a wonderful discussion on the value and richness of liturgical worship, check out the article entitled
“What is Liturgy? Evangelicals and Liturgical Worship” by Dennis Bratcher and Robin Stenphenson Bratche on this website.
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The Power of Prayer by Kathleen Carpenter

One of the few times you can induce silence in a group of Adventians is to ask someone to pray. A hush will immediately
fall over the crowd and, after a few minutes of silence, someone will pipe up that they would but they don’t know how.
Someone else will mention a friend of theirs (often a Baptist) who really knows how to pray and whom they admire for this
ability. A third person will opine that they wish they knew how to pray but have never been able to learn. True, Lutherans
have a reputation of being the “frozen chosen” but this inability to pray and, let’s face it, unwillingness to try, is kind of
strange. After all, we at Advent are not all of Nordic origin so we can't all blame it on the buttoned-down culture of the
colder climes.

| confess that for many years | was one of those who stared at the floor while the group leader asked someone to offer up
a prayer. | was nervous that | would stumble over the words, that | would not wax eloquent enough to hold the attention
of the group (let alone God!), that | might reveal too much of myself or of others, or, worst of all, that | might become
emotional. And | remembered Jesus’ words about the hypocrite who stands in the middle of the synagogue calling attention
to himself by loudly praying.

This problem is not confined to those of us who worship at Advent, of course. The New York Times magazine of Septem-
ber 20 has an entire article devoted to the subject. The title? “Is There a Right Way to Pray?” One of the people inter-
viewed for the article says that prayer “requires mastering both theory and technique” which only reinforces the idea that
there is a “right” way to pray. A rabbi says that prayers fall into four categories: “Gimme! Thanks! Oops! And Wow!” The
writer ends his article with a story about encountering a group of children from a Berkeley Springs, West Virginia Assem-
bly of God. Although the writer (Zev Chafets) does not think he will ever be a praying man, should he become one, he’'d
like to be like these children who offer “Straight-up Gimme(s)!” for people in their lives who really need help.

So, is there a right way to pray? Despite all the various methods that we have been taught, I'd like to think not. Surely the
God who invited us to share Creation with Him and who was depicted in early Scripture as someone who would drop by
in the evening for a walk and chat, surely that God (“Abba” or “Daddy”) would be open to some relaxed, laid-back, or
even intense conversation. Like a good friend you've not talked to in awhile, God is probably pleased just to hear from you!
So here’s a challenge: the next time someone says “Who would like to close us in prayer?” take a deep breath and share a
thought or two with the One who loves you best!

The Prayer Ministry at Advent is available to pray for you, your family, friends, or colleagues. The Ministry is also
available to pray with you. Don’t be shy. Contact Pastor Brown by phone or through the website or Grace Cob-
binah at gcobbin7@aol.com or by filling out a prayer card located on the table at the back of the church. All
prayer requests are kept absolutely confidential. New members of the Prayer Ministry are always welcome.
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Fax: 212-222-3827
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We are a diverse, Christian community
committed to building relationships and
transforming lives through faith and action.

Music Rocks at Advent; Check Out These Events......

Monday, October 19 at 7:30pm with the Sospiro Winds

Tuesday, October 27, 7:00 p.m. James Chapel, Union Theological Seminary at 121°* Street & Broadway from
Bread for the Journey to explore congregational song with Mary Preus and Tom Witt

And our wonderful choirs:

Advent Chorale— contact awunsch@gmail.com

Voices of Praise—contact emilyballentine@gmail.com

Common Ground Singers and Band—contact jordanclawson@gmail.com




