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Christ is risen!  And so have we!  It is a glorious journey to the 

cross and beyond.  This season calls us to remember it is not only 

Christ who rises. We rise, too.  In holy baptism, we die to our-

selves in order that we can rise with Christ, again and again, day 

after day, as we walk the path of sin and reconciliation, sadness 

and joy, wrong-doing against ourselves and neighbor met with 

Godõs forgiveness.  We are drowned in all of it; the sinfulness of 

our lives can be overwhelming.  But we are pulled into fresh, life-

giving air by a God who loves us anyway, a God who claims us, 

anyway.   

 

God enables us to breathe.  God reaches into the deep waters of 

our lives, pulling us to the surface where we again experience 

hope, light and life.  This is the glory of the Easter message; this is 

the good news we share in Christ Jesus, our risen Savior. 

 

What now?  Do we simply walk around basking in the glory of 

being claimed by the risen Christ once again, and thankful that this time our sinfulness did not 

get the final word? By no means!  Itõs like the intense feeling of love that is shared when a friend 

or family member is lost for awhile and no one knows what has become of him/her.  Is she dead 

or alive?  Will we ever see him again?  When he/she is found, such celebration and joy is shared 

by everyone!  Our loved one is alive!  You want to share the news with everyone! 

 

The same is true of us during this Easter season.  I am alive!  You are alive!  Once again, the 

promise of God rings through our lives.  We have been claimed, yet again, despite our failures 

and failings.  We have been pulled out of a focus on ourselves and our dying to a call to pro-

claim the hope and new life of a living Christ in the world!  What a privilege; what a responsibil-

ity. 

 

Each day during this glorious Easter season, I challenge you to remind yourself, òChrist has 

risen, and so have I.ó  But donõt stop there.  After you have said, òChrist has risen, and so have 

I,ó ask yourself, òWhat is Christ calling me to do today?ó  The answer might be something small 

or something big.  Either way, the message of Easter is the same:  Christ is risen!  And so have 

we.  Celebrate Easter life. 

 

See you in church, 

Pb 

Rev. J. Elise Brown, Pastor  

Advent Receives Award!  

Advent has been chosen to be the recipient of the Lutheran Counseling Centerõs Association Congre-

gation Award for 2010. The award will be officially presented at LCCõs annual fundraising event on 

Wednesday Evening, October 13, 2010 and will be announced in LCCõs spring newsletter On Center 

and other venues. Advent is LCCõs only full-time Manhattan counseling site. 
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Thanks from Dr Taylor  

 

Thanks to all the people of Advent for celebrating the 25th Anniversary of my 

ordination on March 7th. It was a delightful and uplifting day! I was moved and felt 

supported by the great turnout of Advent folks for the service that also included 

nine robed clergy, my family and former parishioners with whom I served in 

Brooklyn. Special appreciation to the task force  ð Nicole Johnson, Djamillah 

Samad, Carlos and Frances Velasquez ð for orchestrating the delicious and nicely 

decorated reception following the service. Thanks to Pastor Brown and to all for 

reminding me why Iõm happy to have Advent both as my church and professional 

home. 

Voices of Praise from Emily Ballentine  

 

Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia!  After the trumpets and triumph of Easter Sunday, some might ask themselves, "What 

now?"  What do we have to look forward to?  Christmas is still eight months away!  The truth is that we can look 

forward to and be thankful for each new day, each morning the sun comes up and each breath we take, all of which 

are great gifts from God.  If we only stop to pay attention, we are reminded of the amazing gift of Jesus' death and 

resurrection.  One way I am reminded of God's grace is in the gathering of Voices of Praise.  As another choir sea-

son draws to its close, I am continually thankful for each of the singers who contribute to this choir, and I am re-

newed each week by our prayerful music making.   

 

Some highlights of the end of the season include a triumphant anthem celebrating the ascension of our Lord, which 

the Lutheran church recognizes on May 13.  We will sing an "Easter Gloria" on the following Sunday, May 16, which 

recounts the story of Christ's birth, death, and rise to new life as we sing "Gloria!  In excelsis deo!"  To close the 

year, Voices of Praise will join with the Advent Chorale on June 20 at the late service for a celebration of the last 

choir Sunday until the fall!   

 

Singers are always welcome to join Voices of Praise, Advent's contemporary choir.  Please contact director Emily 

Ballentine Erb for more information at emilyballentine@gmail.com. 

 

Palm Sunday at 93 rd  and Broadway  

 

It was a damp and drizzly day but nothing could contain the spirits of worship-

pers on Palm Sunday as they gathered outside the doors of the sanctuary.  

 

 

mailto:emilyballentine@gmail.com
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Check Out the News from Common Ground from Jordan Clawson  

 

This season of Common Ground has really been inspiring for me. With unique formats for each service, engaging 

speakers and discussions, exciting music, and deepening connections with people at the services, Common Ground 

really bloomed with the spring!  

 

CG continues to grow in May and June. We have many exciting services happening, including our May 13 service 

Coexist, an interfaith service with a message from Buddhist TK Nagaki; God and Country on May 27; Blame Game 

on June 10; and our final service of the season, Where Do You See God? on June 24. Please see the Advent web-

site and our facebook group for updated service information.  

 

The Common Ground Band welcomes Jenny Neumann to the group! If you would like to participate in the band, 

please contact Jordan Clawson at jordanclawson@gmail.com. The band will be performing at upcoming events in 

the city and at Sunday services, and we hope youõll be able to hear us soon.  

 

Common Ground will also be starting a meetup.com group for additional outreach and involvement. Information 

about the launch of the meetup.com group will be posted on the Advent website and our facebook group. Meet up 

with us at a service soon ð we would love to see you!   

Maternal Health Initiative Eventséé 

Safe Birth Kits will be assembled downstairs after the 11:00 a.m. service on Sun-

day, May 16th, to send to Healing Hands of Joy, an organization working on ob-

stetric fistula and safe birth practices in Africa. A group of volunteers will gather 

in the basement with the goal of assembling 200 Safe Birth Kits for shipment to 

Ethiopia. These kits contain sim-

ple items such as a single-edge 

razor blade, a pair of latex gloves, 

and a garbage bag, but they can 

make the difference between a 

safe birth and healthy mother and infant and serious infection or even 

death.  Itõs not too late to contribute towards this effort. We can still 

use cotton flannelette receiving blankets, 30ó square, or $10 towards 

the purchase of these blankets. Mark your donation òSafe Birth Kit.ó 

For more information about Healing Hands of Joy, logon to their 

website www.healinghandsofjoy.com. There will also be a sponsored 

5K Walk/Run on Saturday, June 12, in Central Park . Congregants will 

be invited to either participate or sponsor a participant. 

 Members of the AMHI task force with Susan Lee, one of 

the producers of  A Walk to Beautiful, after the April 25 

screening.  

Adventõs Own Council President Featured in Video on Diakonia 
 
The Metro New York Synod Assembly in May will launch a video explaining Diakonia. Our Council President, Dr. Car-

los Lopez, who is finishing his Diakonia studies, appears in the video. If you would like to see the video, go to youtube 

and look for the following link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-FDjbz_1Xc. Congratulations to Carlos for under-

taking this study.  

http://www.healinghandsofjoy.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-FDjbz_1Xc



